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Introduction

This booklet contains notes on what you need to do to comply
with the law when diving ‘at work’. It has been developed
in co-ordination with all diver-training organisations that have
their remit within the UK. Its purpose is to help you comply
with the Diving at Work Regulations 1997 (DWR). Further
information on best practice can be found in the Recreational
Diving Projects Approved Code of Practice (ACoP)?. All divers
‘at work’ should be familiar with the content of the ACoP.

Definitions

Either the employer of the divers

i) Cem ST or a self employed diver.

The person appointed in writing
to supervise the diving — this
would normally be the diving
instructor or dive guide.

Supervisor:

Normally a single dive under the
control of one supervisor.

Diving Operation:

This can be a group of dives or

Diving Project: a single dive.




What the law requires

Supervisor Letter
of Appointment

Risk Assessment

Diving Project Plan

This is a written appointment

for a diver to supervise a Diving
Operation. The Diving Contractor
should ensure the Supervisor has
an appropriate qualification, has
relevant previous experience and
is competent to supervise the
dive. The Diving Contractor may
appoint himself or herself as the
Supervisor if necessary.

This is a record of the risks likely
to be encountered during the
Diving Project and the measures
required to remove or reduce
these risks. A separate SITA
booklet, entitled ‘Recreational
Diving Projects Risk Assessment
Guidance™ covers this subject in
more detail.

This is a document covering the
planning of the Diving Project.

It is the responsibility of the
Diving Contractor to ensure it is
prepared and appropriate. The
plan should take account of the
Risk Assessment and should
explain how the safety of all
those involved shall be ensured.
The plan should identify each
Diving Operation, which makes
up the Diving Project and the
nature and size of the Diving
Operation so that it can be safely
supervised by one person

(e.g. student/instructor ratios).




The Diving Project Plan should always identify the dive team
members and their responsibilities.

As a minimum, the plan should also include:

The type of dive(s) to take place —
this may refer to specific pages in the training
agency’s instructor guide

The date and location of the proposed
Diving Project

The tasks to be performed

The experience levels of all divers involved

The type of equipment and breathing gas
to be used

The planned depth and duration of the
Diving Operation(s)

The criteria and procedures for aborting the dive(s)

The emergency evacuation plan
(including recovering an incapacitated diver from
the water to a safe place)

Other emergency information
(first aid provision, nearest recompression chamber,
emergency telephone numbers. etc)




Diving Operation
Record

This must be completed for every dive and must be retained
for 2 years. As a minimum it should include:

The names and roles of those taking part and their dive
qualifications

Description of the dive

The date, time and location of the dive

The maximum depth of each diver and their bottom or
dive time

The decompression schedule being used

A record that the dive equipment has been checked
prior to each day’s diving (by the Supervisor or
other competent person designated by the Dive
Contractor)

Divers using their own diving equipment should sign to
verify that they have had it serviced in accordance
with respective manufacturer’s recommendations
and that their cylinders are in-date for periodic test
and inspection

You may also wish to record that:

First aid and oxygen equipment is on site

There are personnel on site competent in first aid and
administering oxygen

A briefing has been conducted and responsibilities
explained




First Aid and Oxygen

As identified in the Risk Assessment, a first aid kit and oxygen
administration unit must be available for immediate use on
site during Diving Operations. A number of members of the
dive team should be competent in first aid and administering
oxygen.

Personal Diving Logs

All divers ‘at work’ must log their dives. The logs should,
as a minimum, include all the particulars recommended by
the appropriate training agency. The logs should reflect the
information contained in the Diving Operation record.

Dive Team

For open water dives, three people are required as a minimum
for recreational ‘at work’ diving, including guiding. These would
normally be the Supervisor (instructor or guide), a safety diver
and the surface cover. The two divers in the water must be able
to provide assistance to each other and should stay together
during the dive in accordance with the dive plan. The surface
cover does not need to be a diver but should be familiar with
the Diving Project Plan and how to obtain assistance in the
event of an emergency.

The minimum team size in a swimming pool may be two. The
second member of the team should be immediately available
and in a position, either at the surface or in the water, to render
assistance to the Supervisor.

Depending on the Risk Assessment, the Diving Project may
require additional persons at the surface or safety divers in
the water.



Medicals

All divers ‘at work’ must have a current certificate of medical
fitness to dive, issued by an HSE Approved Medical Examiner
of Divers (AMED)*. If a diver’s involvement in a recreational at
work diving project (other than as a fee paying member of the
public) is required for that project to go ahead, then they need
to have a medical certificate issued by an AMED.

Further Information

If you require further information on required documentation
or how to comply with the requirements of the Diving at Work
Regulations 1997, please refer to the ‘Recreational Diving
Projects’ Approved Code of Practice (ACoP) or other guidance
provided by your training agency.
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" HSE has discussed what is considered to be at work
in a document “The Use of Volunteers in Recreational
at WorkDiving Projects” this document can be
downloaded from the SITA website at www.sita.org.uk

2You can order this ACoP at www.hsebooks.com

3 You can download this booklet at
http://www.sita.org.uk/publications/RiskAssessment.pdf

4 Alist of AMEDs can be found on the HSE website at
http://www.hse.gov.uk/diving/medical/amed1.htm




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


